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SUBJECT: PROBABILITY OF U.S. PORT STRIKE 
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PORTWORKERS' COLLECTIVE LABOR CONTRACTS EXPIRE 
ON BOTH COASTS OCTOBER 1974. JUDGING FROM PAST EXPER- 
IENCE LOCAL U.S. BUSINESS COMMUNITY'S PESSIMISM IS JUSTI- 
FIED. HOWEVER, FACT THAT NEGOTIATIONS HAVE STARTED EARLY 
THIS YEAR IS REGARDED AS HOPEFUL SIGN. BROWN 
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